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The love of the Sacred Heart for you burns 
continuously night and day, like the sanctuary 
lamp. Let the answering flame of a CANDLE 
burning before the Blessed Sacrament be your 
offering of love to Him. A candle will be burned 
for a day and a night for an offering of 50¢; one 
week for $3.50; one month for $12.00; one year 
for $144.00. 


Burn a VIGIL LIGHT before the relics of 
the great June saints in our Relic Chapel: St. 
Boniface, St. Norbert, St. Anthony, St. Basil, St. 
Aloysius, St. John Baptist, Sts. Peter and Paul; 
or before the shrine of the Infant of Prague. A 
vigil light will be burned for your intentions on 
any day you choose for an offering of 10¢. 
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Kneeling in their Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, the 
Benedictine Sisters offer adoration and thanksgiving to Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. They pray also for the needs 
of “all men of all times of all places.” Particularly in June 
they remember their own fathers and fathers everywhere, 
asking God fo grant them special blessings, so that they 


may be truly ‘good shepherds” of their families. 








A True “Photograph” of Christ 


WE treasure the photographs of relatives and friends. How 
vividly life’s history from babyhood to old age is recorded 
in snapshots! We may laugh or weep in turn as we view the 
pictures of our youth, or the serious events of life; but there they 
are, all fresh before our eyes in the family album. 
What would we not give for such a photograph of Christ! 
It is true, we have a great many paintings of the Savior, made by 
gifted artists, depicting Christ as an infant in Bethlehem, as a 
youth in Nazareth, as the great teacher of mankind, as the 
Victim of Calvary and as the Risen Savior. But these are all 
human representations of a Person who has never been photo- 
graphed. Even if we include the photograph from His shroud, 
this can only give us an idea of His real features. 


Nevertheless, the Savior, in a few bold strokes, gave us a 
striking pen picture of Himself when He said, “I am the Good 
Shepherd.” This title gives us a true and comprehensive picture 
of Jesus. It is most expressive of the character of the Savior of 
the world. 

But to understand it we need the background, we need to 
see the lights and shadows. We must view it in the correct per- 
spective. Sheep raising in Palestine at the time of Christ had a 
personal and appealing element that has been lost in our com- 
mercial age. In our country, sheep raising is conducted on a 
large scale in some of our Western states, such as Wyoming and 
Montana, where thousands of sheep are herded together on 
ranches, fattened and shipped off to the markets of our large 
cities. But in the Orient, in our Savior’s time, sheep raising 
had a domestic and personal appeal. Many families had their 
own little flock. A common sheepfold was set up in a convenient 
place near the town and the various shepherds of the neighbor- 
hood would bring their sheep to this central enclosure for the 
night. A watchman would be stationed near to protect the sheep 
against wild animals and thieves. 

In the morning the different shepherds would appear at the 
door of the sheepfold and call to their sheep. Wonderful to say, 
the sheep would immediately respond to the voice of their indi- 
vidual shepherd and follow him to the mountainside or valley 
where good pastures might be found. You must notice that the 
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Sir Frederic Shields 


“| am the Good 
Shepherd. I! 
know Mine and 
Mine know Me, 

. and I lay 
down My life 
for My sheep” 
(John 10:14). 
We can see 
now what a 
striking picture 
it is of Himself! 
We know how 
well He _ de- 
serves the title 
of Good Shep- 
herd, for He 
laid down His 
life for us upon 
the Cross. 
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shepherd does not drive his sheep. He goes ahead playing on his 
lute, and the flock follow after him. 

Tending the sheep was a full time job, and an arduous one. 
The shepherd stayed with his sheep all day, leading them from 
place to place in search of good pasture. He had to be contin- 
ually on the watch for wolves and other wild animals which might 
be prowling around, waiting for their chance to devour the sheep. 
Sometimes the lone shepherd was hard pressed when set upon by 
a pack of hungry wolves, and might even risk his life to defend 
the sheep. In the evening he again called his little flock together 
and led them leisurely down the mountainside to the central 
sheepfold. As they entered the fold he counted each head and 
saw that all the sheep were accounted for and safe for the night. 


One Sheepfold 


Now, we ourselves must be aware that the Good Shepherd 
has built a permanent SHEEPFOLD for all men, and has placed the 
souls of men in the care of divinely-appointed shepherds, to whom 
He said: “Feed My lambs, feed My sheep!” As the Good 
Shepherd, Jesus has also provided nourishing food for His sheep. 
In His Church He has set up an infallible teaching body whose 
duty it is to instruct men in all the truths He has revealed. How 
favored we are to belong to His flock and to be led to the rich 
pastures of supernatural truths! How eager we should be to avail 
ourselves of the wonderful advantages He offers us! 

But He has done still more. As the Shepherd of our souls, 
Jesus not only leads us into the rich pastures of divine truths, 
He also supplies abundant grace and strength to help us live 
these truths. He has caused a sevenfold fountain of Living 
Water to spring up in His Church, from which all His followers 
can obtain sacramental graces in abundance. 


The Test of Love 


But to prove Himself the Good Shepherd, Jesus has not only 
provided well for His sheep, but He has willingly paid the price 
of their eternal salvation. Remember, He said, “The good shep- 
herd gives his life for his sheep!” The test of loyalty and love is 
sacrifice and suffering, and there on the Cross on Good Friday, 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, bled to death in awful agony for His 
sheep. How true are the words spoken of Him, “By His stripes 
we were healed!”—“He loved us and delivered Himself up forus!” 
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But all these horrible sufferings did not satisfy the un- 
quenchable love of Jesus for His sheep, the souls of men. He 
wanted to remain with them always! His burning thirst for their 
souls impelled Him to an even greater demonstration of love. 
Even after He had established a sheepfold and provided rich 
pasture for His sheep, even after giving His life for them on the 
Cross, the Good Shepherd still hesitated. He could not leave 
His sheep. He seemed to fear lest after He would withdraw His 
visible presence from them, they might forget what He had done 
for them, and be allured away by the devil and the world. 

To make this impossible, as it were, and to compel man by 
the sheer force of love to love Him in return, the Good Shepherd 
resolved to institute a new Sacramental Presence among men, so 
that He could remain with them till the end of time. Thus in the 
Blessed Sacrament Jesus remains with us to be our Friend, our 
Victim and our Food. He has kept His promise: “Behold, I am 
with you all days, even unto the consummation of the world!” 


To understand the love of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 
pause for a moment and consider what our Faith teaches us re- 
garding this great Mystery of Love. We believe that in the 
Blessed Sacrament Jesus Himself is really and truly present, with 
Humanity and Divinity. How overwhelming is this mystery of 
Divine Charity! How precious we must be in His sight! Well 
might St. John, the Beloved Disciple, exclaim: “(Having loved His 
own who were in the world, He loved them unto the end!” 


Yes, Jesus is the Good Shepherd—our Good Shepherd! He 
has proved His claims to this title. It is the best portrait we have 
of Him. It tells us everything. But it is also a living challenge 
to us. Just as the photograph of a loving father or mother is a 
constant appeal to the children to follow in the footsteps of their 
parents, and to live up to their high ideals, so the picture of 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, calls out to us: “Follow Me! I am 
the Light of the World. He who follows Me does not walk in 
darkness, but will have the Light of life!” 

We might ask ourselves: Are we good sheep of so good a 
Shepherd? Do we know His voice? Do we follow His instruc- 
tions? Do we make good use of the powerful means of sanctity 
He has provided for us? Are we humble and modest as He 
taught us to be? Do we love one another? In the future, we 
must try to make up by our own personal love and devotion to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament for the coldness and malice of the 
world toward this Good Shepherd. 
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Heart of the Home 


T was May 4, 1960. In the infirmary of the Sacred Hearts 
Fathers in Valparaiso, Chile, an old priest lay dying. Deep 
within the heart of everyone who stood near this deathbed, there 
was the realization that this was no ordinary priest. His life had 
been one of intense love, of untiring zeal, of heroic self-sacrifice. 
And now in death—as in life—his one longing was “the triumph 
of the Reign of the Divine Heart of Jesus.” 


The death of Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey, SS.CC. is re- 
corded here, not merely for your edification, and not only that 
you may remember his priestly soul in your prayers. Father’s 
death concerns YOU and YOUR HOME. You see, Father Mateo 
was an apostle of the Sacred Heart; for fifty-three years he spent 
himself for the work of the Enthronement, which he himself 
founded. But to Father Mateo, fifty-three years was not enough. 
Like the Little Flower, he would continue his apostolate even 
after death. So he made a will—and that will affects every 
Christian family. We quote in part: 

“TI renounce the prayers that may be offered for me during 
my life, and the suffrages that will be offered after my death in 
my favor and for my solace; it is understood that this treasury of 
suffrages remains definitely given over and destined in its entirety 
to an end much more elevated, namely, the Reign of the Sacred 
Heart. All these prayers should be offered simply in memory of 
me FOR THE TRIUMPH OF THE REIGN OF THE DIVINE 
HEART OF JESUS, and in thanksgiving for the glory that I 
may have procured for Him through the providential Work of 
the Enthronement.” 


“To conquer, or reconquer, the entire world for the Reign 
of the Heart of Jesus, family by family:” this had been the mis- 
sion of Father Mateo as he himself had expressed it. He called 
the work a Social Reparation. What meaning that phrase has 
for us today! Reparation is an aspect of worship that is all too 
often overlooked; but reparation is needed today, perhaps as 
never before. The Enthronement, together with Night Adoration 
in the Home, provides a means of reparation right within the 
sanctuary of one’s own home. Too many think of reparation as 
a “vocation,” restricted to certain religious orders. But repara- 
tion is a duty of every baptized Christian; for, as long as sin 
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abounds, Divine Justice demands atonement; and where sin is 
infecting society and the family—as is evidenced so strikingly in 
our age—the reparation should also have a social aspect. 

What is the purpose of the Enthronement? Let us listen to 
Father Mateo: “Since the Enthronement preaches a reign of 
love, and that always has an immediate relationship with Our 
Lord in the Holy Eucharist... all our efforts tend to form, 
through the Enthronement lived, true Eucharistic families. .. . 
In the thought of Our Lord which we wish to realize, this mag- 
nificent act of social reparation marks a new type of Christian life 
in the home. Preach then this God-Emmanuel, this GOD WITH 
THE FAMILY. Preach this Jesus intimate and living in the 
hours of joy, so counted, in the hours of pain and of sorrow, so 
numerous. ...” 


This, then, is the spirit of the Enthronement: Jesus living 
in your home, reigning as King of your family; Jesus longing to 
share your joys and your sorrows, your hopes and your fears; 
Jesus, the divine King, being consulted in time of doubt: Jesus, 
the divine Physician, healing and comforting in time of sickness, 
be that of body, mind, heart or soul; Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
seeking a lost member of the family. The Enthronement, made 
and LIVED will bring into your home a divine Friend, and you 
will experience—as so many families have done—that your family 
life will become what it was meant by God to be: a home where 
love and peace, compassion and mutual support are never want- 
ing. You will be able to repeat the words of Saint Bernard, 
echoed time and again by Father Mateo: “I have found the 
Heart of my Sovereign, of my Friend, of my Brother. .. .” 


A fruit of the Enthronement in many homes throughout the 
world has been the practice of Night Adoration. And this is 
SOCIAL REPARATION in the full sense of the term! God’s 
blessing will rest upon any family where one or more of its 
members sacrifices an hour of sleep each month to kneel in prayer 
before an image of the Sacred Heart in the home. A monthly 
hour of nocturnal prayer will be your means of proving the sincer- 
ity of your love. It is prayer coupled with sacrifice, and that 
form of prayer is especially pleasing to God. It will win for your 
heart and for your home that wonderful treasure of divine grace. 
And grace will increase your faith, your hope and your love. It 
will impart strength to carry the cross with courage and joy; it 
will protect you and your family from sin and temptation; and it 
will deepen your union with the Heart of Jesus. 
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Do not think that this devotion to the Sacred Heart is some- 
thing new. Centuries ago; we find great saints practicing it. 
Among them, St. Gertrude (1256-1302) and the great Doctor of 
the Church, St. Bernard (died 1153), who has written these 
beautiful words: “Come, my brethren, let us enter into this ami- 
able Heart, never again to go out from It. My God, if we feel 
such consolation at the bare remembrance of the Sacred Heart, 
what will it be when we love It with tenderness, what will it be 
if we enter into It and make our dwelling there always? Draw 
me completely into Thy Heart, O my amiable Jesus. Open to me 
this Heart which has so many attractions for me! What! does 
not this pierced Side leave an entrance for me, and does not the 
open Wound of this Sacred Heart invite me to enter there?” 
(Vitis Mystica, Cap. III). 

The Sacred Heart DOES invite you to enter there. In that 
open Wound, the “devout will find a haven of rest, and the peni- 
tent a refuge of salvation,” as Mother Church tells us in the 
Preface for the feast of the Sacred Heart. If you have not as yet 
enthroned the Sacred Heart as King of your home, do so during 
this month of the Sacred Heart. Do not feel that only devout 
Christian families can aspire to this practice; Our Lord has told 
us: I have come to seek not the just, but sinners. He has come to 
heal, to bind up the wounds of sin, to clasp the sinner to His 
Heart of merciful love. And He has transformed many a sinner 
into a saint! 


Additional information regarding the Enthronement and Night 
Adoration in the Home may be obtained from our 15¢ booklet under this 
title. Also from leaflets @ 1¢ each. 





It was Father Mateo’s eager wish to form Eucha- 
ristic families, families devoted to Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. That also forms part of our 
apostolate of the Holy Eucharist. That is why we again 
appeal to your generosity to help us with the building of 
our permanent Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in San 
Diego, California. Help us to make our Eucharistic Lord 
better known and loved so that He may reign in 
families and homes, radiating His love and grace from 
this fifth Sanctuary. 
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Mother of Perpetual Help 


ABOVE the high altar in the 

Church of St. Alphonsus 
Liguori in Rome, which has re- 
cently been assigned as the titular 
Church of Joseph Cardinal Ritter, 
Archbishop of St. Louis, hangs the 
beautiful painting of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. Unlike our West- 
ern type of art, this painting— 
known as an Icon—may seem to 
many, severe and formal. But as 
you study the Madonna and 
Child, a sense of reverence steals 
over the heart. You become aware 
that there is a wealth of spiritual 
beauty in the portrait displayed 
before you; it is a painting of deep symbolism and religious signif- 
icance. To the artist, every detail was intended to convey a 
message. He was interested far more in the religious truths than 
in natural beauty. And if at first glance we find the Icon too 
formal for our Western culture, a further study will unfold the 
inner spiritual beauty of the Mother and Child. 


The picture has a story to tell us. And it wonderfully com- 
bines the divine and human natures of the Child. Divinity is 
revealed in His face; yet how human is the fear that has driven 
Him to seek the security of His Mother’s arms! The Child is at 
play when He beholds a vision of the two Archangels, Michael 
and Gabriel. In their veiled hands they carry the instruments of 
the Passion. As God, the Child understands the meaning of the 
vision; as Man, He fears. Then in anguish He runs to His Mother 
with such haste that His little sandal, nearly lost, dangles from 
His foot. Looking back at the fearful scene, He clutches His 
Mother’s outstretched hand. He has come to her for help and 
consolation. Notice the sorrow in the Mother’s large eyes. They 
do not look at Him; rather, they rest upon us as if to plead with 
us to avoid sin, for it is sin that has caused her Child this suffer- 
ing. Our Lady’s veil is ornamented with a small cross and a star. 
The cross is symbolic of the intense mental anguish she is to 
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suffer during the Passion of her Son; the star suggests to us that 
she is the Star of the Sea, our guiding light through the voyage 
of life, leading us to the safe harbor of eternal salvation. You will 
notice a star on the head and shoulder of Our Lady in most 
Icons. These represent her twofold dignity of Virgin and Mother. 


There is something beautifully symbolic in the handclasp 
of the Mother and the Child. It speaks to us of the perfect union 
of wills that united them so intimately; but it also shows us an 
example for our imitation. The Child reaches out for Mary’s 
help to show us what we must do in our hour of trial and sorrow. 
And Mary’s hand, so loosely held, is ready to embrace anyone 
else running to her in distress. With her left hand Our Lady 
supports her Child. And this shows us that she, as our Mother 
of Perpetual Help, is waiting for us to run to her—as Jesus did— 
when we behold our cross. She will support us; her arms are 
open to receive us, and in her we shall find strength, for this 
painting strikingly reveals Mary to us in her role of Mediatrix of 
all Grace. 

Were we to study the history of the devotion to Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help, we would find numberless stories of how she 
has responded when invoked under this consoling title. All over 
the world this devotion has won human hearts. Through almost 
four hundred and fifty uninterrupted years this picture has been 
the favorite Madonna picture of many in both the East and the 
West. It has had a share in shaping their thoughts and guiding 
their devotion. It has been in a true sense a leaven in their 
culture. In Manila alone there are over 80,000 novena-goers who 
flock to her shrine every Wednesday. The same holds true in the 
United States. Our Mother of Perpetual Help has found a place 
in the hearts and homes of thousands, and her novena is a 
favorite and widespread devotion in many homes. She has led 
back wandering sheep; she has heard the prayer of childless 
couples; she has restored broken homes and brought relief to the 
sufferer. There is no prayer that she will not hear; no burden 
that she will not help us carry. 

As we honor Mary under this beautiful title let us recall the 
words of the late Mar Ivanios, who in 1931 with his entire flock 
at Trivandrum, India, returned to union with Rome. He said: 
“Perpetual Help could unite East and West. She is equally well- 
known to both.” We immediately think of the Unity Movement 
and the coming Ecumenical Council. It was suggested at the 
Mariological Congress, held in Rome in 1950 during the reign of 
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Pius XII, “That the image of the Mother of Perpetual Help be 
declared as the Image of Union, and the Mother of Perpetual 
Help likewise be declared the holy Patroness of Union. ...” Pray 
to her often for this intention of Holy Chuch. For centuries she 
has been known and loved among the Russian people, and is 
doubtless among those “icons hidden away to await better days,” 
spoken of by the late Pope Pius XII. What is said of the 
Russians may be said also for many of their neighbor nations. 
To cite but one example—among the Ukranian Catholics, whether 
in union with Rome or not, it would be a rare home in which 
there is not a picture of Perpetual Help. While, therefore, dis- 
ciplinary matters have resulted in a separation of Rome and the 
Eastern churches, their doctrine is intact. Mary has kept it so. 
And Mary to the Oriental is the Madonna of the Icon, as often as 
not, Mary of Perpetual Help. 


On June 27, Mother Church will again honor Our Lady 
under her title of Perpetual Help. She invites you to do the 
same. In all your troubles, in all your needs, run to this beloved 
Mother. And just as God Himself once found protection in her 
arms, so also will you. This Mother of the Redeemer is now the 
Mother of the redeemed. No better lesson can be learned from 
this picture than this. Here are the words of Christ spoken now 
to you as once to St. John when he stood at the foot of the Cross: 
“Behold thy Mother”—your Mother of Perpetual Help! 





Joy and Sorrow 


Threads of joy and of sorrow have been woven into our 
Community life during the past months. On February 18 and on 
May 23, we celebrated the Golden Jubilee of Profession of Sister 
M. Humilitas Parzinger and Sister M. Adelgundis Kaiser. On 
March 12 four Postulants were invested with the religious habit 
and First Profession was made by Sister M. Teresa Bertolotti, 
Sister M. Aurelia Styles, Sister M. Marmion Argenziano and Sister 
M. Guadalupe Nunez. On April 25, Sister M. Desideria Huemmler 
was called to her eternal reward very suddenly, after twenty-nine 
years in the religious life. We ask our readers to recommend her 
soul to the loving mercy of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
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His Heart Is Their Hope 


thirst after God overpowered some of the saints on earth 

while they waited for death to release their souls from the 
prison of the flesh. A much greater thirst is suffered by the 
disembodied souls in purgatory whose spiritual eyes have already 
caught some rays of the supernatural and of the glory of God. 
These souls fully realize that by the Precious Blood of our Divine 
Savior they have been preserved from the unspeakably greater 
and never-ending tortures of hell, which their sins would have 
truly deserved. They suffer in purgatory from what seem to be 
similar flames. This suffering is not only to supply for unex- 
piated punishment of sins, but to rid them of egoism and self- 
seeking, from their clinging in life to things that were not God. 
Having a clear knowledge, they understand that in their present 
state they are not ready and would be unable to endure the 
splendor and glory of the Blessed Trinity, for only unalloyed 
holiness gives access to the eternal city of peace. 

The present banishment of the holy souls from God’s 
presence is a result of their disregard of heavenly things in this 
world. Their period of waiting in purgatory increases both their 
sensitiveness to suffering and their thirst for that happy state 
where there shall be no more hunger, nor thirst, nor mourning. 
But they are patient in their waiting; they are consoled by the 
remembrance of God’s continuous mercy, and they know their 
patience will not be in vain. They are sustained by a firm hope 
that everlasting glory will be theirs, sooner or later. 


If a sick person or a thirsty traveler should ask us for a 
drink, we would hasten to supply it; yet the poor souls are far 
more needy and we seldom think of them. Mother Church sup- 
plies us with any number of precious spiritual beverages whereby 
we may slake their thirst and refresh their languor. In this 
month of the Sacred Heart we will surely make available to them 
His infinite merits, offering them again and again in their behalf. 
Each one’s heart will inspire him how to unite his personal de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart with a compassion for the holy souls 
in purgatory. Perhaps one will resolve to remember specially the 
souls at the precious moments of Holy Mass and Holy Com- 
munion. Another will take his rosary beads and recite on each 
some indulgenced ejaculations in honor of the Heart of Jesus, or 
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the Rosary itself while he reflects on the part the Divine Heart 
played in each mystery. A mother busy with her home duties, a 
business man enroute to his place of work, a school boy or girl 
seeing a picture or statue of the Sacred Heart, will not find it any 
trouble to repeat little prayers, such as this: “Eternal Father, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and through the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, I offer You the Sacred Heart, the Precious Blood and 
the Holy Wounds of Jesus in behalf of the holy souls in purga- 
tory, in expiation for the sins they committed, to purify the good 
they did badly, to make amends for the good they failed to do, to 
thank You for the graces they received, and to fill up what is yet 
wanting for their speedy entrance into heavenly glory.” 

How many souls will be released by these fervent supplica- 
tions as the days of this wonderful month speed by! Only Jesus 
can count them; but how He will treasure the offerings we make, 
and how He will welcome to His eternal embrace these souls so 
dear to His Heart! Let us make this month a month of prayer 
indeed, renewing our consecration to the Sacred Heart, uniting 
ourselves with the Holy Masses offered at every hour in all the 
world, offering our fervent petitions for all the pressing needs of 
the Church and of the world in these distressing times, and offer- 
ing reparation and atonement both for sinful souls here on earth 
and to obtain mercy for the souls in purgatory. They hope in 
the Heart of Jesus. Do not disappoint them, and do not disap- 
point the Sacred Heart. 





Fi Ceramic Gift 


A gift for June weddings, graduations or other occasions when a 
gift with a special touch is required. This ceramic holy water font 
pictures two harts symbolic of souls drinking from the fountains of 
salvation. In pastel shades of green, cream, yellow, pink, blue, or white, 
trimmed with gold. Please state color preference when ordering and 
also a second choice as some shades are in limited quantity. 

$1.00 each, plus 159% of total cost for postage. 


St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Two Pillars 


AGERLY the whole Catholic world looks forward to the 
Council which Pope John has called and which is expected 
to take place sometime in 1962. In summoning this meeting of 
Catholic bishops and other advisers, the Pope acts in his capacity 
as visible head of the Church and Vicar of Christ on earth. 
Since June brings us the feast of SS. Peter and Paul—the former, 
Christ’s first vicar; the latter, one of His greatest apostles—it is 
interesting to think of these two great pillars of the Church in 
connection with the Council. 


The first Council ever held took place in Jerusalem Sround 
49 A.D. It was a supremely important moment for the new- 
born Church. Paul, with his companion, Barnabas, had been 
preaching on missionary journeys from Antioch to Cyprus, 
Pamphylia (now Turkey), Lystra, etc. Everywhere they had 
made converts to the faith. Back home in Syrian Antioch they 
reported in glowing terms the success God had given them and 
how He had “opened to the Gentiles a door of faith” (Acts 
14:26). But such news was not welcomed by some of the Jewish 
Christians, who held that these Gentile Christians must abide 
by the prescriptions of the Mosaic law, such as circumcision. 
Paul objected hotly, for he knew that these would keep the Gen- 
tiles far from Christ. The result was that he and Barnabas, with 
some others, were sent to consult the Apostles in Jerusalem and 
obtain their official direction. 

The meeting opens and the matter is laid before the as- 
sembly. There is a “long debate” and a very spirited one. Some 
of the Pharisees who have accepted the faith, get up to declare 
that these new Christians must be told to observe the law of 
Moses as well as the new law of Christ. At last Peter rises. He 
recalls the case of the Roman Cornelius and how he himself had 
seen the grace of the Holy Spirit falling on him and his household 
even as it had fallen on the Apostles themselves. They had re- 
ceived the baptism of the Spirit, not the circumcision of the Old 
Law. Since God had so clearly manifested His will to save them 
by Christ’s free gift of grace, it would be wrong to insist on the 
yoke of the Mosaic law also, that yoke “which neither our fathers 
nor we have been able to bear” (Acts 15:10). 


In this dramatic scene from the early Church we see Peter 
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and Paul at work under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, build- 
ing up the Mystical Body of Christ. Paul recognizes the prob- 
lem, works at its solution, presents it to the Apostles. Peter, 
keeper of the Keys, acts as Christ’s regent, voicing His will in a 
decision that opens the door to an unlimited growth of the 
Church, helping it to see its own truly universal character. They 
stand there before us: Peter, the great-hearted shepherd of the 
flock, ever, too, the “fisher of men,” casting his Master’s net with 
a fisherman’s skill. “What I have, I give!” and what he had was 
Christ. And Paul, the fiery missionary, willing to suffer any- 
thing, striving to become “all things to all men” for the sake of 
Christ, wearing himself out in a life of single-hearted dedication 
to his Lord. 

There is much that we can all do to prepare the way for this 
Second Vatican Council, even though we are not bishops or theo- 
logians. We can, first of all, pray fervently for its success. Then 
we can do what is in our power to explain our faith to those who 
do not understand—explain it best, perhaps, by living it thor- 
oughly. And we can ask SS. Peter and Paul to intercede that 
this Council, under the guidance of our loved Holy Father, Pope 
John XXIII, the present Vicar of Christ on earth, may bring to 
the Church renewed vigor, expansion and holiness like that first 
Council of long ago. 


EUCHARISTIC SEMINAR 


Girls between the ages of 16 and 30 are invited 


To Spend a Week-End with Us at Clyde 


July 1, 2 and 3 


for the purpose of getting a close-up view of the religious life. Even 
if you do not feel you have a vocation, if you would like to know WHAT 
the religious life is like, especially a semi-cloistered life, you are welcome. 
These few days in a prayerful atmosphere where Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament is the center of all activity will be of great benefit to you. 


Send your application soon, as only 50 girls can be accommodated. 


Vocation Directress 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Come to Me — ALL! 


THE SACRED HEART is ever calling us to come to Him 
for help and encouragement in our trials and troubles. But 
during this month specially dedicated to Him He seems to call 
out the more insistently: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will refresh you!” 

To answer this call in a generous way—to implore His help 
not only for yourself and yours, but for the whole world— 
wouldn’t you like to join the Benedictine Adorers in a solemn 
Novena of petition and reparation in preparation for the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart? Beginning on Corpus Christi (June 1) and 
ending on the Feast of the Sacred Heart (June 9), the official 
Adorers, kneeling in the very sanctuary before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment exposed, will pray the Litany of the Sacred Heart at the 
beginning of every hour, day and night, throughout the novena. 
Besides, the whole Community, in union with the officiating 
priest, will pray the Litany every morning at Benediction; and 
this not only in one but in FIVE sanctuaries of Perpetual Adora- 
tion. It is as if FIVE Novenas were being made in one, and 
surely they will have a fivefold efficacy! 

We will pray for the intentions of the Sacred Heart and 
those of His heavily-burdened Vicar, the Holy Father; also for 
the needs of the Church (which are legion) and those of the 
whole world, particularly our own country. We will ask Our 
Lord especially to enlighten and guide our spiritual and civil 
rulers in their countless responsible duties. And we will pray 
also for the intentions of those uniting with us in the novena. 

So, bring your needs to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and He 
will give you relief and strength. Those who wish may send in a 
list of their petitions, to be placed on the Altar of Exposition 
during the Novena. 
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Pope John XXIII, spiritual Father of Catholics everywhere, 
successor of St. Peter and our beloved “Good Shepherd,” has a 
special place in his heart for young people. In the address that 
follows he gives them his blessing and encouragement. 
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Virtues for 
High School Students 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to high school students of 
Rome, May 19, 1960. Though the Holy Father was speaking to 
a particular group of students, his words were intended for all 
high school students throughout the world. 


E extend to you Our welcome, dear high school students of 
Rome, with a feeling of heartfelt and deep satisfaction. 

You bring to Us the freshness and loyalty of your faith by com- 
ing here, along with your principals, religious instructors and 
teachers, at the close of another school year, during which you 
expended generous efforts and enriched your minds and hearts. 


It is always a great comfort to your Father (We willingly 
confide this to you) to be surrounded by you, Our dear children, 
who, although attending many different types of schools, are yet 
united by your awareness of the great Catholic and Roman tra- 
ditions, which finds its highest expression in the worship of God 
and in the practice of human brotherhood. Indeed, divine wor- 
ship in its purity, and the generous expression of brotherhood 
ennobled by grace, are the most genuine manifestations of Chris- 
tianity, the touchstone of which is the sincerity of man’s relation- 
ship with God and with his neighbor. This is the meaning of 
your presence in this church, the loftiest temple of Christianity, 
which is filled with a profusion of holy memories and artistic 
treasures, poured into it to enhance the beauty of the Church’s 
rituals. This is the meaning of your wonderful response to the 
Credo, which you sang as with one voice. 

This is why today’s encounter—like all the other audiences, 
both regular and extraordinary, which take place in the Vatican 
Basilica in uninterrupted sequence—fills Our heart with sweet 
happiness and Our spirit with comforting visions of Christian 
hope. 


Audiences with the Young 


Of course it is true that occasionally the world’s excessive 
emphasis on the pursuit of pleasure gives Us cause for sadness, 
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or tempts Us to give in to feelings of discouragement and de- 
spondency. We would like, however, to stress the fact that, in 
contrast to such painful impressions, another fact—a very en- 
couraging indication—is noted by all those who share the Pope’s 
concern with the priestly mission and with education. The 
majority of the people who constantly attend Our audiences are 
young people: so much so, indeed, as to give Us good reason for 
saying that general audiences are, first and foremost, meetings 
with young people. This is surely a cause for great rejoicing, 
because it is to the young that the future of the world is en- 
trusted. 

You can, therefore, imagine Our satisfaction today. After 
celebrating Holy Mass in Our private chapel for the intentions of 
each one of you, We joyfully anticipated the sight of Our Basilica 
filled with the sound of your voices, praying, cheering, and ex- 
ulting. Your presence here, dear children, is an indication of the 
survival and of the uninterrupted blossoming of good traditions 
in Christian families, and it is also a sign of vitality, of fortitude, 
and of rightness of purpose. 

We would like to expound upon the meaning of these three 
qualities, and We invite you to use your keen intelligence in care- 
fully weighing these meanings. 


Vitality 

A sign of vitality. This is the first impression which one 
receives in the presence of twenty-six thousand youths who, 
despite the high spirits typical of their age, show their willingness 
to prepare to fulfil their future obligations. ... 

These years are for you happy years of preparation, of 
youthful promise, of hopes, which will bear well-deserved fruits. 
This thought gladdens and encourages Us. Indeed, the physical 
and moral welfare of society as a whole is the sum total of indi- 
vidual efforts at spiritual improvement, and the result of judicious 
use of individual energies. 

The individual desires to be good in order to satisfy the im- 
perious demands of his own conscience. He cultivates his mind 
in school in order to nourish it with a solid and satisfying educa- 
tion commensurate with the aspiration of his intelligence. And 
from this effort there eventually radiates a good influence that 
benefits the whole world: this is what We call true vitality. 

Perhaps you have often wondered why you have so many 
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different subjects to study and why you must spend hour after 
hour in the toilsome pursuit of various ideas and disciplines. If, 
however, you are convinced that this period of your life is the 
time in which seeds are sown and germinate in silence and 
secrecy, to blossom forth in a happy tomorrow, you will be able to 
persevere generously in the effort of those years which are re- 
quired to prepare for your future role in society for the common 
good. 


Fortitude 


A sign of fortitude. To the Pope’s consolation, dear children, 
and to the consolation of your parents and educators, an ancient 
eulogy still rings true and We are happy to repeat it: “Bless you, 
young men, because you are strong” (1 John 2,14). Fortitude is 
a virtue that is typical of youth. While, for all of us, the enumer- 
ation of the cardinal virtues begins with prudence, for youth the 
accent is on fortitude. Fortitude matches so well youth’s physical 
strength, its desire for harmonious bodily development, its love of 
strenuous exercise, even of kinds of sport which make heavy 
demands on physical stamina and require a capacity for sustain- 
ing hardship, a knowledge of one’s possibilities and limitations, 
and a passionate determination to win. 


Fortitude is not the same thing as recklessness, or haste, or 
contempt for other people’s rights, in a spirit of arrogant self- 
assertion; nor is it the same thing as physical strength cultivated 
for its own sake, at the expense of intelligence and heart, of kind- 
ness and goodness. 

Fortitude is a Christian virtue, the arduous, and even pain- 
ful, habit of rightful thinking. It is self-control and primacy of 
the spirit. Fortitude is inseparable from the quest for and love 
of truth, justice, and equity. Fortitude is the outward expres- 
sion of inner self-discipline, of mastery over the senses, and of 
respect for others, in conformity with the golden rule, not only 
as a negative command of not doing, but also of doing to others 
what you wish done to you. 

Youth is anxious to place its energies at the service of 
lofty ideals. Youth does not like to be told, “Don’t do this,” 
or “Don’t do that.” Rather, youth loves the words of Jesus: 
“Do this and thou shalt live” (Luke 10:28). We feel certain 
that the Christian virtue of fortitude has not lost its attraction 
for you. We hope you will practice it in the rightfulness of your 
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will, the purity of your body, and the constant exercise of self- 
discipline. 


Rightness of Purpose 


The presence of the young is, lastly, a sign of that rightness 
of purpose which is expressed in the ‘virtue of perseverance. 
Within your family circle, in school, as well as in the religious, 
cultural, and recreational associations to which you contribute 
your youthful enthusiasm, it is rather easy for you to adhere to 
a specific code of behavior, and, taking advantage of the help 
which is offered you, to fulfil the obligations you have assumed. 
A modicum of good will is sufficient, within a set framework, 
which stimulates and at the same time channels your exuberant 
energies. 


A time comes in your life, however, when you are called upon 
to make your own decisions on how best to use your faculties and 
your particular talents, and how to apportion your own time; you 
are then left wholly to your own devices. Woe to you if you 
should lack the virtue of perseverance! All your good impulses 
would then die or shrink into insignificance; your piety would 
be reduced to a few outward expressions of worship, which would 
leave your heart untouched. Your charity would become cal- 
culating ambition; and your purity would be reduced to the out- 
ward restraint of good taste or to a hypocritical show of respecta- 
bility. Arrogance, irresponsibility, and shallowness would ul- 
timately prevail. Then would youth be over for you; for when 
ideals no longer have the power to inflame men’s hearts and to 
strengthen their wills, senility and decrepitude are not far be- 
hind. 

What you need, then, is perseverance in carrying out a de- 
terminedly formulated purpose. It has been said that life is the 
fulfillment of a youthful dream. Let each one of you, then, carry 
a dream in his heart and turn it into a wonderful reality. May 
this dream be a generous, rightful, and lofty one. Let it be a 
firm determination to act rightly and to build something, at no 
matter what personal cost. Let it be faithful adherence to a 
constantly pure and honorable code of behavior, which does not 
stoop to facile compromise, to expediency, or to moral surrender. 
May you always act thus for the good of your future life and of 
your future family, and for the good of the society in which you 
are going to work. 
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This is the program which We wish to propose for your con- 
sideration, and We are comforted by the thought that so many 
young people accept it, just as you do, with ready and generous 
enthusiasm. 


Concern for the Future 


Beloved children, your Father looks at you with smiling 
eyes, and feels deeply grateful to you for giving him such comfort 
with your presence here today. Our joy is, however, tinged with 
sadness as We pray that the world may look upon you, not in 
order to conquer you, but rather to serve you; not to set, not to 
shape arbitrarily, the course of your existence, but rather to help 
you find out what God’s plan is for each one of you. How can 
one help feeling uneasy at the clouds which are gathering on the 
international horizon? Or when the latest technological wonders 
are used to spread and advertise the least desirable aspects of life 
and human behavior? Avarice, ambition, and arrogance have al- 
ways tried to prevail. The ancient words “The whole world is 
in the power of the evil one” (I John 5:19) are still as timely as 
ever. 

We can hardly conceal from you, dear young people, who 
are attracted by truth, beauty, and love, that We fear for your 
future and for your families of today and tomorrow. We realize 
that your feelings are illumined by the radiant light of pure and 
disinterested love and by your aspiration to become creators and 
to deserve that noble name. We would be most happy if We 
knew that nothing and no one will ever destroy the vision of your 
loftiest ideas. 


Encouragement 


At the thought of his mother each one of you is filled with 
tenderness and pride. This feeling is proof of the respect and 
love which you harbor toward your whole family, and it confirms 
you in your determination to obey your earthly and your eternal 
vocation. Be of good cheer; and in your hour of need—just as 
you are doing today, adorned with your lofty aspirations and un- 
shakable determination—turn with a trustful heart to the Divine 
Teacher, whose encouraging and reassuring figure fills your hori- 
zon; turn to His, and our, heavenly Mother, whose protection is 
the most effective of all under all circumstances. 

Lift up your hearts, lift up your eyes! We too are looking 
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up, as though to make out in the immensity of the skies the 
movements of the marvelous new devices which are a monument 
to human intelligence and one among many extraordinary ap- 
plications of modern technology, whose advances have surpassed 
every expectation. 


An Admonition 


After paying this homage to the conquests of man, however, 
Our eyes look much higher and scan the immensity of the sky 
for a sign of God’s sovereign might, and from Him We draw an 
encouraging omen for the triumph of reason over force, of love 
over calculation, and of justice over demagoguery. Walk in right- 
eousness and trust; cultivate the respect of your fellowmen, re- 
gardless of their ancestry. Learn to evaluate intelligently the 
lessons of history, and the demographic, cultural, and economic 
development of all nations. Above all, pray to God that He may 
bless you with “largeness of heart as the sand that is on the sea- 
shore.” Be patient, and learn now to wait. May your open face 
be the outward expression of a sincere heart, which will open all 
doors to you, and thus enable you to sow the seeds of the Gospel 
everywhere. 


Listen to the voices which call you to great things: to your 
individual work, honestly and humbly performed; to a right con- 
ception of social service; to the apostolate in every field; and 
finally, to bearing witness all the days of your life in sanctity and 
justice. 


It is with these feelings of deep emotion and gratitude that 
We greet you today. We feel sure that in more mature years 
you will be able to come back to this same basilica to tell the 
Vicar of Christ that, having carried out his wishes in your youth, 
you can re-enact today’s manifestation with a clear conscience 
and again recite the Apostolic Creed in a clear voice, holding your 
head just as high as you are holding it today. Then indeed will 
Our remains in the tomb leap with joy! 

And just as We today invoke an abundance of heavenly 
favors upon you, your families, your institutes, and your futures, 
even so in confirmation of divine favors will there rise up the 
cheering voices of a new youth, ever blessed and dear, repeating 
the miracle of life. 


From “The Pope Speaks,” Vol. 6, No. 3, Summer, 1960 
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Doorways 


WITH the last class of the term, the text books are put 
away, chalk brushed from jackets and the door swings open to 
vacation. If it should be the last term of the senior year, the 
doors of the students’ minds may tend to swing open to thoughts 
not only of vacation, but of vocation. Since vocation is a life- 
time affair, it is much more important than vacation and deserves 
more careful consideration than we might give to the choice of the 
mountains or the beach for our holidays. 

There is a very real and very urgent need for vocations to 
the religious life. We need priests and sisters everywhere: in 
the parishes, in the schools, in the missions, in the hospitals. 
Above all, we need them to follow Christ in a life of prayer and 
sacrifice. So many are aware of the need for advanced workers 
in the field of science. What about the vital need for advanced 
workers for Christ? In the light of eternity, which is the more 
urgent? Are we going to shrug off this need, blandly leaving it 
for someone else to consider? Christ may be asking us to 
consider it. 

If you would like to know more about the doorway to a life 
of contemplative worship and work—about the doorway to 
Clyde—write to: Rev. Mother Prioress General, 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“1 Call You Friends” 


VISIT from a friend is quite a different thing from a doctor’s 

visit or a salesman’s. The doctor’s call is a part of his pro- 
fessional service. The salesman’s call is one of business rather 
than pleasure. But a friend visits us because he wants to; he 
drops in for our pleasure and his. That is the way Our Lord 
wants us to think of Him. He is our Friend, our personal, un- 
changing friend. He told us this Himself at the Last Supper: 
His disciples were to be not servants but friends. He says the 
same to each of us and makes Himself available to prove it. 
Whether we go to Holy Communion in some tiny mission chapel 
where there is room for only a handful at the rail, or join the 
great line moving slowly up to receive Him on a Sunday morning 
in some cathedral, it is the same Christ we receive, the same 
Christ offering Himself to us. 

Our other friends change or circumstances may change them 
for us. Who has not had the experience of meeting someone, 
once a close and familiar friend, only to find that time has left 
us with almost nothing in common? There is sadness in the 
realization that few friendships are destined to last a lifetime. A 
change of work, a move to another place, the cares of a growing 
family: all these can separate us from the best of friends. The 
years pass, and what was once an intimate friendship dwindles 
little by little to a matter of a card at Christmas—provided we 
still have the address. 


With Our Lord this does not happen; He will not let it. 
He is ever present in the Blessed Sacrament, loving us today as 
He loved us yesterday. He is there, never out of reach. It is 
true, this abiding Presence is veiled by the sacramental species. 
This can make it seem impersonal, but if we think about it, is 
it a friend’s face that is important? The face is only the “veil” 
for the whole person. Our faith should help us penetrate the veil 
of the Blessed Sacrament, to lift it and find Our Lord, as the 
Gospels reveal Him to us—the best and most loyal of friends. 
We can move where we will, change our address as often as we 
like, but we cannot “move away” from Him. In every Catholic 
church we find our faithful Friend. 


Sometimes it is not just distance that separates us from our 
friends. It is the discovery that they are not all we had thought 
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they were. Possibly they make the same discovery about us! We 
meet someone and find shared tastes. Yet after a few weeks 
there is a mutual lack of sympathy, jarring viewpoints, and what 
had promised to be a real friendship fades into a casual acquaint- 
ance. Or it may happen that we find new interests which our old 
friends cannot share and so we leave them behind. But the 
Friend, the abiding Friend of the Blessed Sacrament, is change- 
less. The better we learn to know Him, the more lovable we find 
Him, the more He gives Himself to us. There is no legitimate 
interest of ours that He cannot share. In Him we find encourage- 
ment, strength, consolation, the challenge to achieve still more 
with His help. 


Friends do not always stand by us in trouble. Poverty, ill 
health, a bit of gossip about us, and they may turn away from us, 
or we may turn from them, fearing what they are thinking. 
There can be no such fear and no such pride about our friendship 
with Christ of the Eucharist. During His earthly life it was the 
lowly, the outcast, the sinners even, who attracted that mercy of 
His which characterized all He said and did. “What odd friends 
He has!” thought the Pharisees, disdainfully. It is still true! No 
misery, no weakness, no coldness on our part will shake His 
friendship for us. If we leave Him even the tiniest opening, He 
will come in to be our heart’s Guest. Changeless Himself, He does 
not seem to mind how much we change. Our spiritual poverty, 
great though it may be, does not trouble Him. If we ask, He will 
make it good out of the immense treasury of His love and grace. 
Weakness and sin do not turn Him from us. Like the good 
father in the parable of the prodigal son, He is on the lookout for 
our return, seeing the good hidden in us, good that is invisible to 
everyone else, even to ourselves. 


Daily, in the Blessed Sacrament, He offers Himself to us, 
offers Himself with His infinite ability to transform us—and He 
continues that offering, knowing how very little, how rarely 
we shall make full use of it. 


Most of us have experienced the blessing of at least one true 
friendship. We have known all it means to have a generous, un- 
selfish, devoted friend, one who gave us much and asked very 
little. We could always count on this friend for help and sympa- 
thy, for those small attentions which became a part of our life, to 
the point where we took them for granted. Perhaps only the 
death of such a friend made us suddenly aware of all that we had 
possessed. The friendship of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 
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is like this. It is more easily taken for granted, forgotten even, 
because His gifts and attentions to us are the spiritual ones of 
grace. We cannot check them, count them; usually we are not 
even aware of them. Sometimes, it is true, we may have feelings 
of great joy and gratitude after a fervent Communion or a visit 
to the Tabernacle. Sometimes, and more often, we may not. 
These feelings are not important, they are just the passing effect 
of grace and never to be confused with grace itself. The growth 
of grace in us through Holy Communion is silent, unobserved, 
like the planting of a seed in the dark earth. The flowering will 
come in God’s good time. 

But that there is such a growth we cannot doubt. Holy 
Communion, devotion to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, is 
a real intimacy with Jesus Christ. If we do our best to open our 
hearts to Him, He will have an increasing influence on us; 
that is the very law of friendship. Don’t we know from experience 
how friends influence one another, how the one unconsciously 
takes on the mannerisms, the expressions of the other? While we 
do not influence Christ, He certainly will influence us. Why else 
leave us the Sacrament of His Body and Blood to be our daily 
food, restoring and rebuilding us, bringing us to spiritual matu- 
rity, as material food helps to bring us to physical maturity? 

The love Our Lord shows us in the Blessed Sacrament never 
falters, never grows cold or weary. Our love does falter, does 
grow cold at times, does weary. We may change, but Christ does 
not. We do not feel the same today as the child we were some 
forty years ago, making our First Communion. Yet it was the 
same Christ we received. Yesterday, today and tomorrow, Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is our unchanging Friend. 

The feast of Corpus Christi is one of the Church’s ways of 
impressing this truth upon us. That of the Sacred Heart, which 
follows a week later, is another. Let us make these two feasts— 
June 1 and June 9—the starting point of a new and deeper 
appreciation of the abiding Presence of our Divine Friend, and 
show Him the loving attention which so faithful and devoted a 
friend deserves. 





Spiritual Vitamin for JUNE 


Love of the Heart of Jesus, kindle Your love in our hearts 
that we may spread love in the world. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


A Beautiful Legend of Corpus Christi 


NE morning in the month of June old Mother Birchtree told her 

children not to be frightened should some one come in the course 
of a few hours and cut them down. “Yours may be a glorious lot,” she 
said. “But only the fine, tall, straight trees will be taken. Listen, my 
children—it may be your happiness to stand honorary guard when the 
Lord Jesus moves in triumph through the streets on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, tomorrow. It is true that afterwards you will have to die, but 
you will see that which is the most beautiful on the face of God’s earth, 
and you will be giving your lives for Him. I could not see Him when I 
was young, because I had grown crooked.” And Mother Birch sobbed. 


Nearly all the young Birches were delighted; only a few tried to hide 
themselves, faint-heartedly, behind their mother. The others were only 
proud of the honor that might be accorded them and looked forward with 
joy to the hour of their glorious sacrifice. “After having seen that which 
is fairest under the sun,” they said to each other, “we can well afford to 
die slow deaths; as it is, we shall die like martyrs.” 


Now, one tiny little Birch heard all this, too; but it was too frail, 
too small, too gentle—a mere baby Birch. And when it asked whether 
it would be taken also, the others only looked sympathetic and shook 
their leaves most doubtfully. Then the little Birch became very sad; not 
even its mother, nor the sunshine, nor the birds that sang so jubilantly 
in its branches every morning, could console it in its sorrow: To see the 
Lord Jesus! Oh, the twinkling stars up above its head so high had told 
it so much about this dear, good God; when the others were asleep it 
used to listen to their wonderful talk for a long time. To adorn the way 
along which He would walk; to see Him; to die for Him—what an en- 
viable lot! 

Suddenly the tread of heavy feet was heard, and rough voices 
sounded. Ah, surely, many of the youthful Birches, so brave but a 
moment before, must have trembled then. But they were quickly cut 
down, one after the other. With pain, and yet with joy, did Mother 
Birchtree look upon her children as they fell before her very eyes. 
Theirs was to be a happy lot indeed! 

“Oh, if they would only come to me,” the weak little Birch sobbed. 
“Enough,” called out one of the voices. So it was not be to taken along 
after all! Oh, how it had hoped against hope that it would be needed 
anyhow! A dewdrop ran down its fair white trunk like a tear. “One 
is still wanting,” a voice said again, “but there is not a single nice tree 
left. Ah, here, this one will do...” A blow, a fall, and the little Birch, 
happy in its very pain and all aglow, was piled onto the wagon with the 
rest. 

It is the great feast of Corpus Christi. All in a row the Birches stand 
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proudly side by side along the flower-covered road, young and fresh and 
smiling in their bliss, each beauteous leaf trembling in adoration, the 
favored guard of honor of the Lord God, Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 
to be adored forever! But where is our little Birch, the blessed one? 
Oh, the good fortune that fell to its lot! In addition to other larger and 
leafier trees, two smaller ones were wanted in order to adorn the high 
altar in the open. They were placed just next to the tabernacle. And 
one of them was our little Birch! 

Oh, how long it seems before the Eucharistic King comes! Now the 
last Gospel is being read. And lo! the procession enters; first the little 
girls, dressed in white, with wreaths upon their hair, looking for all the 
world like angels; then the priests in their gold-embroidered vestments; 
and then, beneath the starry baldachin, the venerable bishop, reverently 
bearing the Most Blessed Sacrament. The little Birch sees the Lord at 
once; it cannot turn its eyes away from Him, the God of all, whom the 
stars spoke about in those holy night watches and whose delight it is 
to be with the children of men under the humble appearances of bread. 

He has come to the altar at last. The little Birch can see Him from 
very near. And oh! what a trembling passes through it from head to 
foot when the bishop places the golden monstrance upon the altar of 
spotless white and its branches touch the glowing gems. Now it will 
die gladly! It has seen that which is the most beautiful upon the face 
of God’s blessed earth—Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Te Deum is intoned. All join in, and the mighty volume of 
sound jubilantly ascends on high. So it must be in heaven, where the 
saints and angels sing the praises of God; such melodies must be in the 
hearts of those whose constant prayer is this, “Thy Eucharistic kingdom 
come!” 

But the little Birch was dead. Too great had been its happiness; it 
had died of joy. The others still stood proudly there, fresh and strong. 
But baby Birch let its leaves hang pitifully low. Its withered branches 
drooped as they leaned lightly against the tabernacle, a touching symbol 
of love clinging in death to the Lord whom it had joyously clung to in 
life. 

Father Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S. 


PRACTICE: Don’t let “vacation time” mean a 
vacation from prayer, Little Lovers. There will 
be many times when you can make an extra visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament. It does not have to 
be a long visit. Just stop in to tell Jesus that 
you love Him, and ask His help to avoid sin, and 
to be a better boy or girl. Try to assist at Holy 
Mass and receive Holy Communion on the Feast 
of Corpus Christi, June 1, and on the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart, June 9. 


ASPIRATION: O sweetest Heart of Jesus I im- 
plore, that I may ever love Thee more and more. 
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Keep Close to His Heart 


Conformity to the Will of God 


Most of our trouble is caused by the fact that we don’t 
want what God wants to give us. If our spiritual eyesight were a 
little better, we would stretch out eager hands for God’s gifts, even 
when they come disguised as pain, loss, or suffering of some kind. 
Those who try to do God’s will, who look for it in whatever happens, 
do not have crosses, they have Christ on the crucifix, helping them to 
bear whatever happens. This booklet with its suggestions about 
achieving real union of will with God’s will can be a real help to you. 


Pathways to Peace 


People everywhere are looking desperately for peace these 
days: peace of heart, peace of mind, peace in a troubled world. Yet 
most of the time they look for it where it is not to be found. Peace 
comes from within, from a will united to God’s will, from a heart that 
loves Him, from a life lived in accordance with His laws. God Himself 
has outlined the paths that lead to peace: the paths of faith, hope and 
charity. These are strikingly presented in a booklet that will aid you 
to walk these pathways in peace. 


Sufferings Sanctified 


There is too much wasted suffering in our world. Suffering 
which could be used to win heaven, to gain souls, to cancel now the 
temporal punishment due to sin, is being wasted in bitterness and 
boredom. How to make suffering an apostolate, a means of union with 
God, is the encouraging message of this booklet. Give it to someone 
confined to bed to help achieve a new insight into the meaning of pain 
and suffering. 


Each booklet 15¢. Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





True Veneration 
of the Sacred Heart 


How the Sacred Heart 
shows His love for us and 
how we can return this 
love. 15¢ 


Enthronement 


of the Sacred Heart 


History, explanation and 
ceremony of the Enthrone- 
ment. Bring the Sacred 
Heart into the heart of 
your family life. 15¢ 





All for Thee, 
O Heart of Jesus 


Prayers to help you speak 
to Christ as friend to 
Friend. Includes Mass of 
Sacred Heart, Litany, no- 
vena etc. 15¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for 
Our Lord’s Feasts (Part II) 


Meaningful prayers espe- 
cially chosen from the 
treasury of the Church’s 
official worship. 96 pages. 
20¢ 


Reduction on Quantities. 
Postage Extra. 








Come, Let Us Adore 


Ideal for Holy Hours and 
June visits to the church. 
Prayers offering adoration 
and reparation to the 
Sacred Heart. 15¢ 


Favors from the King 


The marvelous results of 
the Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart related in 
dramatic style by the late 
Father Mateo, founder of 
the Movement. 15¢ 





Jesus 
Enthroned in Our Hearts 


Jesus wants to live in our 
hearts, to live in us that we 
may live lives of intense 
and intimate happiness 
with Him. 10¢ 


Guard of Honor 


The Sacred Heart’s own 
special company of 
“Soldiers.” Belong to this 
select Guard for your bene- 
fit and your family’s. 15¢ 


Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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